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WELCOME to our newsletter
There has been quite a gap since our newsletter last Autumn, so I have taken the opportunity to
pick up the threads and review developments over the last 12 months. After a very busy
Christmas period, the distribution of bags has risen considerably this year. Once again, support
from volunteers, individual donors, businesses, schools and community organisations has been
superb, particularly this Autumn. Many thanks to all. David Davies, Editor and Vice-Chair

BUSIEST YEAR EVER!
Public
libver 40 Christmas bags were given out in
Looking
back…o

December 2017, alongside the regular food bags. As before,
these contained festive food and confectionery; all the
schools in the Valley were contacted individually to raise
awareness that these bags were being distributed. Many
thanks are due to the generous donations which made this
possible.
Local schools, churches, scout groups and
individuals all contributed. On just one Saturday before
Christmas, 16 bags of food were donated at the library in
response to a social media post and, once again, the One
Community Longley Farm Fund grant was a much needed
contribution. Many thanks to all!
Safely gathered in…Food stocks ran low over Summer
2018 because of higher demand, so we ran a social media
appeal, which resulted in a timely replenishment of our
shelves from all quarters. More recently Junior and Infant
schools including Hepworth, Scholes, Netherthong,
Upperthong, Hade Edge, Wooldale and Kirkroyds have
donated their harvest Festival collections. A BIG Thank You to
pupils, their families and school staff for supporting Holme
Valley Food Bank in this way.
Christmas Bags 2018…Because of rising demand, we
are launching our appeal for special Christmas food now! We
would like non-perishable, long shelf-life items such as
Christmas biscuits and cakes, Chocolates, Selection boxes,
Crackers and snacks, Christmas puddings, Mince pies, Nuts
and sweets, Instant custard, Jelly pots. We’re looking for
donations of Christmas food to be received by Friday 30th

New Voucher Scheme
From January 2018 the Food Bank has
issued its own vouchers. The scheme is
working well. Vouchers are given out by
volunteers at Holmfirth Methodist Church
and Holmfirth Library and the bags
distributed are logged against voucher
numbers. This has made it easier for
clients to obtain a voucher and has
improved our monitoring of bag
distribution. There are peaks and troughs
but we are giving out an average of
almost 14 bags a week, double that of
last year’s rate.
Beyond emergency help
A letter has been written which, at our
discretion, is to be given to those clients
who may be in need of support beyond
an emergency food bag. This letter
contains the name and contact phone
numbers of Huddersfield Local Welfare
Provision Team (01484 414782),
Huddersfield Mission (01484 421461) and
Kirklees Citizen’s Advice (0344 8487970).
November, so that bags can be packed in
the first 2 weeks of December. Donations
can be left at: Reception at Holme Valley
Hospital 9am and 5pm, in collecting boxes at
Holmfirth Co-op, Holmfirth Library and
Scholes Post Office and Stores. Thank you!

Food Bank Volunteers aim to help people to fill the gap before proper arrangements can be made to
make sure that they have sufficient resources themselves.
Holmfirth Library Saturday 10am to 12noon
Holmfirth Methodist Church on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 12.15pm to 1.45pm.

Increase in Use of Foodbanks and the Rolling Out of Universal Credit

Earlier this year the Trussell Trust report that they had distributed 1,332,952 emergency
food bags in the previous 12 months. This was an increase of 13% on the year before. What are
the circumstances which lay behind the use of foodbanks? The Trust report that the most
significant factors are low income (28%), benefit delay (24%), benefit changes (18%), and
indebtedness - often linked to utility bills (9%). The rollout of Universal Credit seems to have
had a huge impact on the use of foodbanks. The Trust report that in areas where Universal
Credit has been fully rolled out, the subsequent 12 months has seen a 52% increase in the use
of foodbanks.

What’s next?


Dates for your Diary for 2019, FBV meetings will be:
o March/April
o June
o September to include the AGM.
All start at 7pm, held at Holmfirth Methodist Church. Dates to follow soon.



With fund raising in mind we have collection boxes and posters prepared so if you’d like to
approach your favourite business or retailer to hold a collecting box please drop a line to
mel@cardinaltalent.com



We need ideas, creative thinking and active volunteers to take them forward! There are always
collecting boxes to empty, the library rota to volunteer for, shopping, packing and distribution.



See us on Social Media





Facebook Food Bank Volunteers Holme Valley



Twitter@HVFoodbank



Instagram@Holmevalleyfoodbank



Website https://holmevalleyfoodbank.com

or phone 07534 855 332 to volunteer, request help or donate.

Netherthong School Harvest donation

FBV (HV) is an inclusive, communityfocused organisation. You are most
welcome to join us at any of our meetings.
These start at 7.00 pm at Holmfirth
Methodist Church, School Street,
Holmfirth, HD9 7EQ. Come along, find
out more and share your ideas.
Look forward to seeing you there.
David Davies
Local Member

Food Bank Volunteers aim to help people to fill the gap before proper arrangements can be made to
make sure that they have sufficient resources themselves.
Holmfirth Library Saturday 10am to 12noon
Holmfirth Methodist Church on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 12.15pm to 1.45pm.

